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 1.   Presentation of the Candidature  Barcelona 2021  
 
         Jesuïtes Sarrià - Sant Ignasi, Barcelona Alumni - Mr. Andres Espinós, President  
  

It is for me an honor and a pleasure to present the candidature of my city, Barcelona, to host the World Congress of Jesuit 
Alumni to celebrate next year 2021. 
 
The city of  Barcelona that many of you probably already know is a rich city socially and culturally, pioneer in urbanism and 
architecture or in biomedical research and business schools , and an example of quality tourism. 
 
But we also want to be aware of the Ignatian Barcelona. The life of Ignatius of Loyola and the origin of the Jesuits had significant 
historical moments in the Ignatian way, "La Cova" of Manresa or the basilica of Montserrat. And fruit of the Ignatian spirit, the city 
of Barcelona and surroundings, stands out for its 9 schools of Jesuits, representing the past, the present and the future of our 
associations. 
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 1.    Presentation of the Candidature  Barcelona 2021  
 
        Jesuïtes Sarrià - Sant Ignasi, Barcelona Alumni – Mr. Andrés Espinós, President  
  
 

This candidature  is widely supported . All over Spain, with its different schools and Alumni associations scattered throughout its 
territory, want to organize this Congress .It is great  to receive significant support from prominent members of the Society  of Jesus 
and the Catalan Catholic Church. Moreover the city of Barcelona and its Mayor, will do everything to accompany the Ignatian 
movement and support this nomination that we will do the best for being  exemplary. 
 
We want to work with you hand to  hand to realize this project and writing a new chapter in the history of Jesuit Alumni 
Associations. 
 
Ignatian Barcelona dream is still alive. We are part of something big and want to share it with all of you.  
 
We look forward to have you the year 2021. 
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2. Barcelona and Saint Igatius of Loyola 
 
    F. Ignasi Vila, SJ, Historian  
 
 

The arrival 
 
For St. Ignatius and the Society of Jesus, Barcelona has a remarkable historical importance. 
 
Ignatius, after his experience of Manresa, went to Barcelona where he spent a month with the intention of going to the Holy 
Land. 
 
Being impossible to travel to Jerusalem,  he decided to go again to Barcelona to keep going with his studies, in the early 
months of 1524.  
 
Barcelona became again the city that offered many opportunities for him: a house to live on the alms and distributing them 
among the poor; learning Latin and maintaining spiritual relationship with priests and nuns. 
 
It was said in Barcelona: "Look, look, that (beggar) is a knight or a nobleman? 
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2. Barcelona  and Saint Ignatius of Loyola  

 
 
The next visits and stays 

 

 

 
 
 
 
After having stayed in Salamanca, he returned to Barcelona in September 1527, and from there went to Paris, to the 
Sorbonne. There he went alone on foot in early January 1528. On February 2 he entered Paris. He was helped in economic 
aid from their friends from Barcelona. 
 
Years later,  1536, Ignatius wrote to the Archdeacon of Barcelona, his friend Jaime Cazador, who would become bishop of 
Barcelona, the sentence that has been in the history of the city: "Because I think, and I don’t` doubt, that I have more debts 
in Barcelona than any other city in this life. “ 
 
In January 1537 his spiritual friends came to Barcelona. They were nine people who tried to go to Venice and Jerusalem. 
Surprisingly there was no ship to the Holy Land that year, because of the Venice conflict with the Turks. They ended up 
offering themselves to the Pope in Rome. 
 
Once founded the Society of Jesus on September 27, 1540, the first Jesuit who stepped Barcelona was St. Peter Faber, one 
of the founders of the Society, in early October 1541  
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2. Barcelona and Saint Ignatius of Loyola 
 
 

Barcelona as a key city for the Jesuits 
 
For the Society of Jesus, Barcelona was also a key city. In the early history of the province of Aragon of the Society of Jesus, 
Father Gabriel Alvarez, written in 1606, states: "As Catalonia is the gate and entry to people of Italy to come to Spain, and 
usually Barcelona, because that trip was commonly made by sea, this noble city, enjoyed the first fruits of the Society of Jesus, 
and saw the first parents of it , at about the same time that was instituted ". 
 
Fr. Muzio Vitelleschi, who was the  general of the Society of 1615-1645, repeatedly reminds Barcelona’s rectors the importance 
of the city. 
 
Bethlehem school of Barcelona, at Rambla (“of the Studies”), where the former Jesuit church is preserved, now as a church in 
the diocese of Barcelona,. As a Jesuit residence who played the apostolic ministries; It was  a college, where it was taught 
theology; It was guest house, where the Jesuits going to or coming from Italy and Europe stayed; it was a center of Christian Life 
Communities, then called  Marian Congregations of students and adults; it was a place of catechetical formation of children and 
adults. 
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 3.  Manresa , La Cova and Saint Ignatius of Loyola  
      
      F.  Lluis Magriñà SJ, Superior of the Community of La Cova Manresa  

 
 
 
Manresa organized an International Seminar SIPEI Ignatian Pedagogy in November 2014, and helped to put the Cova de Sant Ignasi 
and the International Center for Ignatian Spirituality of Manresa in the center of reflection and debate between Ignatian spirituality and 
education. This has been widely reported among the more than 2.000 schools in the world Jesuits , among all Ignatian networks. 
 
La Cova de Manresa and Manresa City prepares 1521 and 1522  to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the conversion of Saint 
Ignatius of Loyola, his stay in Manresa, and the writing of based the Spiritual Exercises.  
 
Jesuits Alumni  2021 Congress will be a good start and preparation for this celebration that will make all the Jesuits in the world. 
 

 
 
 

http://campusmanresa.net/carnet/index/empresa/71
https://ca.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fitxer:LaCova.JPG
http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNGMqfDth8gCFYfxFAod9akISQ&url=http://www.manresaturisme.cat/spa/la-ciutat/monuments-i-indrets/la-cova-de-sant-ignasi&psig=AFQjCNGRfsL6XnVbndxc5IUhECrvSQfZkw&ust=1442915551740391
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 4. Jesuits Schools Community in Barcelona  
 
     Mr. Xavier Aragay, General Manager FJE- Jesuit Education Foundation, Barcelona  
 
 

Barcelona is the metropolitan area in the world with more Jesuit schools (8) which are present in all socioeconomic levels. This is 
partly due to the important presence and activity of alumni of Jesuit colleges and educational and social action. 
 
Barcelona is, at present, the center of the educational transformation of Jesuit education in the world with the Horizon 2020 
(http://h2020.fje.edu/en/) project. Many Jesuit schools in the world want to be inspired by this move way to understand the Jesuit 
and Ignatian education. 
 
Barcelona is a destination that shaped a vision of the Mediterranean world (light, life, hope and sense of social coexistence) with 
where Sant Ignasi made its first steps of its service life and for the creation of the Society of Jesus , it is a return to origins. And in 
this environment, Jesuit schools are inspiring the transformation of education. 
 
Barcelona , Manresa and Montserrat are destinations where you can relive the mystical experience of Saint Ignatius which 
provides the service action, commitment and dedication to God. You can think and a specific activity within the sessions of 
Congress. All jointly has a relevant Ignatian significate.     
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4. Jesuits Community in Barcelona 
 
       Jesuits schools in Barcelona 
 

Jesuïtes Gràcia – Col·legi Kostka 

Jesuïtes Bellvitge – Centre d’estudis Joan XXIII 

Jesuïtes Sarrià – Sant Ignasi 

Jesuïtes Sant Gervasi – Escola Infant Jesús  
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4. Jesuits Community in Barcelona  
 
       Jesuits schools in Barcelona 

Jesuïtes Poble Sec – Col·legi Sant Pere 

Jesuïtes El Clot – Escola del Clot 

Jesuïtes Casp – Sagrat Cor de Jesús 

Jesuïtes  Raimat , Lleida  – Escola Claver  

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCKyVhN-tksgCFYRxFAod44cJlg&url=http://www.jesuites.net/casal-claver&psig=AFQjCNG1mtVvS3HL1X2uUvTh9BKSXchRqA&ust=1443276397474389
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5. Letters of support to the candidature of Barcelona 2021 
 

 
5.1.  Catholic Church  
       - Mgr. Lluís Martínez Sistach, Cardinal  Archebisque of Barcelona 
 
 
5.2. Jesuit Comunity 

 -  F. Francisco José Ruiz SJ - Province of Spain 
 -  F. Llorenç Puig  SJ - Platform of Catalonia 
 -  F.Lluis Magriñà  SJ, Superior of the Community of La Cova Manresa  
 -  F. Ignasi Vila SJ, Historian 
 

5.3.  Alumni Associations  
-  Mr. José Ramón Urizar, President of Federation Jesuit Alumni, Spain 
-  Mrs. Carmen Llasat - President of Jesuit Casp - Sagrat Cor, Barcelona 

 
        
5.4. Government Institutions 
       -  Mrs. Ada Colau, Major of Barcelona 
       -  Mr. Valentí Junyent , Major of Manresa  
       -  Mr. Enric Vendrell i Aubach, General Manager Religious Affers of Generalitat of Catalonia 
       -  Mr. Jordi Williams Carnes, General Manager Barcelona Turisme 
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5.1 . Catholic Church    
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5.2. Jesuit Community 
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5.2. Jesuits Community     
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5.2. Jesuits Community     
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5.2. Jesuits Community     
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5.3. Alumni Associations     
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5.4. Government Institutions 
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5.4. Government Institutions 
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5.4. Government Institutions 
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5.4. Government Institutions 
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6.    Presentation of host city Barcelona 

 
1.   Introducing Barcelona 

 
2.    Accessibility  

 
3.    Public transportation in Barcelona 

 
4.   Congress venue 
 
5.   Accommodation in Barcelona  

 
6.   Social events  

 
7.   Tours and  Excursions 

 
8.    Barcelona as a congress destination  
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6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
 

  
  

Introducing Barcelona  
  

 
Welcoming 

Mediterranean 
Mild Climate 

Historical 
Cultural 

Modernism 
Contemporary Design 

Gastronomic City 
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6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
         
 
       Accessibility 
 

 By Air: 
• Direct flights to/from 158 cities (90 European) 
• Direct intercontinental flights 
• 12 km from the airport to the city centre 

 
 By Road: 

• Connected to the European motorway system 
 

 By Train: 
• High Speed train to Madrid: 2,38 hrs on direct trains, 20 daily trains 
• High Speed train to Paris: 6,30 hrs on direct trains 
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6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
         
 
       Public transportation within the city 
 

 8 metro lines 
 

 Efficient transportation network with buses, suburban rail, 
tram 

 The metro will link the city to the airport by 2016 
 

 Integrated fare system, transport tickets 2, 3, 4, 5 days 
at 50% for Congress Organisers 
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6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
         

 
Congress venues 

        Barcelona is a metropolis which is fully equipped to host congresses and conventions. 
It is one of the cities in Europe and the world which host the greatest number of international congresses.  
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6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
         

 
 
 
Accomodation in Barcelona 

         
          Barcelona city offers today 34.389 rooms      

in all categories, in more than 372 hotels. 



30 

  
 
6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
        Social events 
 

A wide range of both public and private special venues are available in Barcelona and its surroundings for the 
industry events. 

 
MNAC, Nacional Museum of Catalan Arts  

The Barcelona Design Hub 

Marítim Museum Sala Marques de Comillas  
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6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
        Tours and Excursions 
 
 

Museums 

Old Barcelona, Gothic Quarter Basílica de La Sagrada Familia 

Olympic Barcelona Gaudí and the Modernism 
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6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
        Tours and Excursions 
 
 

Montserrat and the Penedes Costa Brava 

The World of Dalí, Figueres 
La Cova, Manresa 
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6. Presentation of City of Barcelona 
 
        Barcelona as a congress destination 
 

 4th worldwide destination in 2014 (hosting 182 congresses and meetings) 
 Top 5th destination for the last 11 years as a host for international association meetings 
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   Barcelona 2021 
            World Congress of Jesuit Alumni  
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